Website Review

Website Title: Book Adventure
URL: http://www.bookadventure.com/
Website reviewed by: Katarzyna Tokarczyk
My e-mail address: ktokarczyk@smcvt.edu

Site Author: 

Sylvan Learning Centers and Sylvan Learning Foundation in April of 1999

System requirements:
Sound card necessary? YES [image: image1.wmf]NO [image: image2.wmf]
Plug-in software required? YES [image: image3.wmf] NO [image: image4.wmf]
Subject Area
Reading [image: image5.wmf]
 Target Audience 
Intensive English students [image: image6.wmf] adults [image: image7.wmf] K-12 ESL learners [image: image8.wmf]


The target audience is specified on the site.

Summary
Book Adventure is a free reading site for children. They can choose books to read from over 6000 titles, and then take multiple-choice quizzes on the books read and through this earn points and obtain prizes for their successes. You can register there as a kid, as a parent or as a teacher. If you register as a teacher you will have to give the class names so that your students can register as School Students. You are supposed to give info about your school as well. The site is colorful and very well designed, thus very motivating and catchy for kids. It together with the previously mentioned features make children read more. Another motivating aspect of the site is that these are the children who choose what they want to read. Thus, the site motivates the children to read more. 

Contents 
a. Educational objectives of the site

As it was stated before, the site is great for children, as it motivates them to read more. As research on pleasure and extensive reading suggests only free, voluntary reading of self-selected, easy and interesting material will develop positive attitudes towards reading or even build the love of reading in our students. And it is clear that this is the main objective of the site. 

b. Organization/structure of the site 

The site is divided into four main parts; each of them consists of several sub-branches. From the Main Page you can get into the following sections: Prize Library, Quiz Sample, Book List, FAQ – Book Adventure, Tour the Site, Educational Partners and Sponsors. Then, from the Main Page you can get into three main branches of Book Adventure, namely Kids Zone (the branch for kids), Parents Place (the branch for parents) and Teachers Lounge (the branch for teachers). 

Kids Zone is divided into Account Info (checking score and account information), Book Finder (quick search for books at the right level and suited to kids’ interests), Quiz-O-Matic (taking quizzes on books), Face Maker (creating funny faces), Prize Library (reading about prizes available), Tips, Tools & Cool Stuff (gives some games, free awards and resources to read better, e.g. a dictionaries), and FAQ- Kids Zone (list of commonly asked questions + answers). 

Parents Place is a place where parents can monitor their child’s reading activities; approve their prize selection, and help their children if they need it). It is divided into Visit Kids Zone, Reports, Prize Approval, Prize Library, Parent Resources, FAQ- Parents, Place and Account Info. 

Subsequently, Teacher’s Lounge section tells how to design an easy plan to help students read more books. It has got lots of valuable resources like Educational Links, Educational Solutions, Fun Educational Activities, Library and on-line resources, and many others. Teachers Lounge section contains Visit Kids Zone, Reports, Prize Approval, Prize Library, Teacher Resources, FAQ- teachers Lounge and Account Info.    

c. Content/type of activities that the site offers
As far as activities are concerned I would like to concentrate on one branch of Book Adventure, namely the Kids Zone. The activities available here include games and quizzes on books that children have read. As for the quizzes, children just type in the title or author of the book on which they would like to be quizzed. Then, they are presented with a multiple-choice quiz, which they solve, submit and get Quiz Results. One disadvantage that I noticed here is the fact that if there are some wrong answers, they are not supported by any ‘why’ explanations. Also, the exercises are not too varied, and there are not too many of them. Still, you will find quizzes on almost all popular children’s books. Besides, as the site is supposed to be fun and motivating for kids, too much exercise might discourage them. Therefore, if we take this into consideration, too little exercise is justified. 

The Kids Zone offers links to some Web Sites for Children. I had a look at some of them and I really liked them.

	For Kids by Kids

	AOL@SCHOOL
Designed for students in grades K-12, AOL@SCHOOL provides homework resources, tools, current events and test prep in a safe learning environment. 

	America Reads "Just for Kids"
America Reads' online site with book reviews and activities "just for kids."

	Berit's Best Sites for Children - For Kids, By Kids
Directory of links suggests games, toys, interactive activities for kids, and created by kids.

	Book Reviews
The World of Reading, where kids and books come together, provides book reviews by kids, links to wired books and links to reading and writing sites on the web.

	Children's Express World Wide News Network
Designed to give children a significant voice in the world, Children's Express (CE) is an international news service reported and edited by kids ages 8 - 18 for adult print, broadcast, and online media.

	Compton's Online Encyclopedia
Online encyclopedia resource offering articles, maps, flags, sounds, and links to relevant websites.

	Cool Links For Kids
An alphabetical list of fun sites for kids.

	Enchanted Learning
Explore introductions to dinosaurs, sharks, languages, rainforests, holidays and other topics.

	FunBrain.com
FunBrain.com hosts interactive, educational games and quizzes for children K-8, to strengthen vocabulary and reading.

	HaringsKids.com
The official Keith Haring website for children: fun interactive activities to inspire a love of learning.

	Kids' Space
Make friends around the world, improve your creativity, learn more about computers or even play music games. This web site is by kids and for kids. 

	Little Explorers
Interactive dictionary allows children to read brief descriptions of objects and organisms, and follow links to web pages about them.

	Word Central
Merriam-Webster's site composed of a student dictionary, a kid's Word of the Day and fun word games. Homework help is also available. 



As for the site’s interaction with the students and its online Help resources, on the Teachers Lounge there is a section called Back to School, where we will find, for example, Homework Help with the following links:

AOL@School
AOL@SCHOOL is a complete online educational resource that brings the best of the Internet into your home and the classroom -- for FREE! 
KidsClick!
Categorized into helpful subcategories, this directory and search engine helps kids find information to help with homework in any subject. 
Helping your Child with Homework
Families play a vital role in educating America's children. Yet, research shows that family involvement often remains neglected in a child's education. Learn from the US Department of Education how you can become involved and help support your child's education. 
Lightspan's Homework Zone
Lightspan's Homework Zone for kids! We've got all the info you need to help you with your homework
 Another interesting thing in Back to School is Education Fun with some other ones:

 Rex & Bailey Recommend
Rex and Bailey have partnered with the International Reading Association* to provide you with a list recommended titles to read this fall. The lists are broken up by grade level, so there's sure to be a book of interest for everyone in grades K - 8. Any books that have a Book Adventure quiz are marked with a picture of a book.

* The International Reading Association is a professional membership organization dedicated to promoting high levels of literacy for all by improving the quality of reading instruction, disseminating research and information about reading, and encouraging the lifetime reading habit. 
Drive to Read @ your Library
Hershey's Milk and the American Library Association (ALA) are teaming up with NASCAR driver Ward Burton to ignite interest in reading among teenagers. The Drive to Read @ your library program is an opportunity for teens ages 13-17 to flex their mental muscle by reading a book and writing a short essay (1,000 words or less) about why the book is important to today's teens. 
Games Kids Play
Check out these great kids games, rules to playground games and versus for jump rope rhymes. 
Kids-Korner
An award winning site exclusively for kids 14 and under. Jokes, games, chat, calendar, links and lots of other fun stuff. 
ePlaybooks.com - Read a story, like a play, with the whole family!
Being a star makes reading fun! Read a story like a play with a Playbook, designed for the whole family to read together. Each character's dialogue is printed in a different color to make reading like a play easy! Choose your characters and let your Playbook™ adventure begin. Structured for all readers, from beginning to expert. 
Site Evaluation

I think this site is really great for children. It achieves its educational objectives of making reading as pleasurable as possible very well. It really motivates the children to read more, as it provides them with wonderful games, quizzes and prizes for the books they have read. The site is beautifully designed and very professional as it gets support from its Educational Partners, who help to make Book Adventure possible and provide this resource free to us and our students and children. 

Here is the list of Book Adventure’s Educational Partners: 
READING IS FUNDAMENTAL (RIF)
INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NCEA)
NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY LITERACY (NCFL)
NATIONAL ALLIANCE OF BLACK SCHOOL EDUCATORS (NABSE)
BALTIMORE READS
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC LIBRARY
CENTER FOR THE BOOK
The site is very easy to use; everything can be accessed easily there. However, you have to log yourself in when you are using it for the first time (either as a kid, or as a parent, or as a teacher). The site provides meaningful experiences, as reading itself is meaningful, and especially reading for pleasure. The site is very resourceful; it offers advice and help for parents, teachers and children on various matters. I did not find any disadvantages of Book Adventure. Neither, did I encounter any problems with it. Generally, the site is very useful for the intended audience and I recommend it to everyone who wants his child or student begin adventure with books.
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